OCTROI ADMINISTRATION
a large wholesale dealer, the invoice which accompanies the goods is often a sufficient indication of the quantity or value. But in India, where make-believe and collusion play so important a part in the machinery of life, this test cannot always be relied upon. To the petty trader or the private individual, however, the annoyances are numerous and vexatious. The clerk who collects the tax has a salary of from 9s. to 12s. a month. There is a strong temptation and opportunity for illicit gains. In all cases where he can reasonably count upon not being found out, he creates difficulties and differences of opinion. There is a machinery for settling these, but it is cumbrous in comparison with the nimble coin slipped into the clerk's hand, which solves all doubts and difficulties without trouble or loss of time. Octroi administration therefore demands constant vigilance on the part of members and officers of municipalities. The first requirement is to make a good schedule, simple and unambiguous, with as few items in it as would be consistent with clearness, and with due regard to the fostering, according to economic principles, of the local industries and manufactures; the next object of attention should be the appointment of as honest and efficient a collecting and supervising staff as possible ; and the third is the careful periodical examination of the statistics, accounts, and practical working, with free opportunities provided to all who have specific com-